THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C. 205348

FILE: 5 _2714489.2 DATE: July 30, 1984

MATTER OF: pagic Technology Incorporated—-
Reconsideration

DIGEST:

GAO will not conduct an independent
investigation to establish the validity
of a protester's speculative statements,
but will instead rely upon the factual
record developed by the parties.

Basic Technology Incorporated (BTI) requests that
we reconsider our decision Basic Technology Incorporated,
B-214489, July 13, 1984, 84-2 CPD ¥ ___, in which we
denied the firm's protest against the evaluation and
rejection of its offer to furnish consulting services
under solicitation No. 1184 issued by the Argonne
National Laboratory (ANL) under ANL's prime contract
with the Department of Energy. BTI contends that if we
had investigated the matter independently, instead of
relying on the parties' protest submissions, we would
have found the evaluation unreasonable.

We deny BTI's request.

As we advised BTI in our July 13 decision, where
the contracting agency refutes a protester's allegation,
our Office will not, as a general rule, conduct an
independent investigation to establish the validity of
the protester's position. See The Trade Group,
B-212544, Oct. 24, 1983, 83-2 CPD ¢ 484. Rather, it is
the protester that has the burden of proving its own
case, Vigilantes, Inc., B-213010, Feb. 8, 1984, 84-1
CPD 9 158.

In reviewing BTI's protest, we fully considered
the entire written record, which included the firm's
initial protest submissions, responses from ANL and the
Department of Energy, and BTI's rebuttal to these
responses., Based on that review, we had no reason to
object to ANL's evaluation of the protester's offer.
Since BTI, in its request for reconsideration, does not
specify any errors of law or fact in our decision, we
will not reconsider the matter. 4 C.F.R. § 21.9(a)
(1984).
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The request for reconsideration is denied.

’ ' Comptroller General
of the United States
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